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Annual Report to the Public—
 The Annual Report to the

Public is com
pleted annually and m

ade publicly available
through m

ultiple channels, including publication on the
Rocky w

ebsite, distribution at com
m

unity m
eetings, and

direct m
ailings to com

m
unity partners and individuals on

our distribution list. Additionally, the report is available
upon request at any tim

e.
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73% STA
TISTIC

S C
O

N
TIN

U
ED

H
ead Start believes parents are their child’s first and m

ost
im

portant teacher. H
ead Start focuses on supporting fam

ilies
to identify their strengths so they can reach their goals. H

ere
are som

e of the w
ords our H

ead Start fam
ilies used to

describe Rocky H
ead Start.

O
U

R M
ISSIO

N
To be a supportive and safe learning environm

ent for children
and fam

ilies by enhancing their sense of belonging and self-
w

orth w
hile encouraging them

 to reach their highest
potential.

H
ead 

Start 
is 

a 
com

prehensive 
early 

childhood
developm

ent 
program

 
that 

serves 
low

-incom
e

children ages three to five and their fam
ilies. H

ead
Start focuses on physical and oral health, positive
social/em

otional developm
ent, healthy nutrition, and

access 
to 

a 
stable, 

nurturing, 
and 

encouraging
environm

ent and the roles they play in preparing
children for success in school and life. H

ead Start
also focuses on supporting fam

ilies to identify their
strengths, w

ork tow
ard their goals, and recognize

and build on their efforts to be their child’s first and
m

ost im
portant teacher. H

ead Start uses tw
o specific

curricula: 
C

reative 
C

urriculum
®

 
for 

Preschoolers,
Second Step®

 Social Em
otional Learning Program

and 
Second 

Step®
 

C
hild 

Protection 
U

nit. 
Every

activity throughout the day provides an educational
opportunity for a child in or out of the classroom

,
w

hether it is grow
th in relationship building, how

 a
child perceives him

/herself, the ability to sort and
categorize, set a table, pass food and pour m

ilk, to
share, recognize their nam

e or letters, expand their
vocabulary, or listen and follow

 directions. M
uch of

this is achieved through play, the “w
ork” of children.

Rocky M
ountain D

evelopm
ent C

ouncil, Inc. (Rocky) is 
the local H

um
an Resource D

evelopm
ent C

ouncil for 
D

istrict 8 and has been the grantee agency for the 
H

ead Start Program
 

since 1967. Rocky H
ead Start 

currently serves 
16 

children 
and 

their 
fam

ilies 
in 

Broadw
ater County, 13 in Jefferson County, and 96 in 

Lew
is and Clark County. N

inety percent of all children 
enrolled in 

H
ead 

Start 
m

ust 
m

eet 
H

ead 
Start 

incom
e guidelines, 10%

 of H
ead Start’s openings m

ust 
be for children w

ith disabilities.

FIN
A

N
CIA

L REPO
RT - REVEN

UE
Rocky M

ountain D
evelopm

ent C
ouncil, Inc.’s (Rocky) audit for FY23 w

as
perform

ed by K
C

O
E ISO

M
, LLP. Rocky’s FY23 financial statem

ents,
including single audit com

pliance, w
ere issued on M

arch 19, 2024 w
ith an

unm
odified “clean” opinion and there w

ere no findings.

O
f the fam

ilies
enrolled in H

ead
Start com

pleted
one or m

ore of the
m

onthly School to
H

om
e P

rojects
sent hom

e.

O
f the fam

ilies enrolled in
H

ead Start 37 fam
ilies

received parenting
education services.
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Parents are their child’s first and m
ost im

portant teacher. Fam
ily A

dvocates
partner w

ith each child’s fam
ily to build a foundation for school readiness,

coordinating w
ith education staff and com

m
unity partners. H

ead Start
Fam

ily A
dvocates m

eet w
ith every H

ead Start fam
ily. Visits m

ay occur in a
fam

ily’s hom
e, in the child’s classroom

, or other com
m

unity settings.
D

uring theses visits, they w
ork alongside fam

ilies as they identify strengths
and set goals related to the Seven Fam

ily O
utcom

es. Fam
ilies typically set

goals 
relating 

to 
housing, 

health, 
education, 

parenting, 
and 

financial
stability. Fam

ily A
dvocate hom

e visits begin at the start of the school year.
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Thank you to the follow
ing H

ead Start C
om

m
unity Partners. W

e rely
on 

you 
and 

your 
businesses 

throughout 
the 

year 
in 

providing
m

onetary support, volunteer hours and donations for fam
ilies in need.

W
ithout you, our H

ead Start program
 w

ouldn’t be as successful as it
is in our com

m
unity.

A
W

A
RE, Inc.

C
arroll C

ollege 
C

arroll C
ollege W

ork Study Program
C

hild C
are and A

dult Food Program
,

U
SD

A
C

hild and Fam
ily Services D

ivision,
D

PH
H

S
C

ity of H
elena

Early C
hildhood C

oalition of the
G

reater
H

elena A
rea

Exploration W
orks

Early C
hildhood Services Bureau,

D
PH

H
S

Fam
ily O

utreach (Part C
)

Fam
ily Prom

ise
First Interstate Bank
Foster G

randparent Program
Friendship C

enter
Friends of H

ead Start
G

od’s Love
G

ood Sam
aritan M

inistries
H

elena C
ollege, U

niversity of M
ontana

H
elena Food Share

H
elena H

ousing A
uthority

H
elena Kiw

anis C
lub

H
elena Pediatric C

linic
H

elena Police D
epartm

ent
H

RA
 –

 H
elena Resource A

dvocates
Interm

ountain

L&C
 C

ity C
ounty H

ealth D
epartm

ent
L&C

 C
ounty D

etention C
enter

M
ontana A

ssociation for the Education
ofYoung C

hildren –
 H

elena C
hapter

M
ontana C

oalition A
gainst D

om
estic and

Sexual Violence
M

ontana C
om

m
unity Foundation

M
ontana H

ead Start A
ssociation

M
ontana O

ffice of Public Instruction
(O

PI)
N

o C
hild H

ungry C
oalition

O
ffice of H

ead Start, A
dm

inistration for
C

hildren & Fam
ilies

O
ptim

ist C
lub of H

elena
O

ur Lady of the Valley C
atholic C

hurch
Partners in Pediatrics
Pediatric D

entistry –
 D

r. Kevin Rencher
Prickly Pear C

ooperative
RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program

)
School D

istrict #1 –
 H

elena Public
Schools
School D

istrict #9 –
 East H

elena Public
Schools
SS C

yril and M
ethodius C

atholic C
hurch

Tow
nsend Elem

entary School
U

nited W
ay of the Lew

is and C
lark A

rea
Vans Thriftw

ay
W

hitehall Elem
entary School
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